International researchers and media professionals confer at the Diaspora conference in Lincoln
Dr Ola Ogunyemi, convenor of MDRG, updates participants on the achievements of Media of Diaspora Research Group (MDRG) and the future plans.
He acknowledged the support of the British Academy for the international symposium. The aim was to bring together scholars and practitioners from the mainstream and diasporic media to discuss the challenges and prospects of bridging the gap between dominant and diasporic public spheres in order to find a way of making innovative and inclusive programmes for audiences irrespective of race, gender, ethnicity or creed. According to the symposium’s convenor, Dr Ola Ogunyemi, the MDRG is laying groundwork for the establishment and recognition of Diasporic Media Studies in universities as a field of scholarly research. 

Some of the achievements of members of MDRG include the publication of a book titled ‘What newspapers, films and television do Africans living in Britain see and read? The media of the African diaspora by Ola Ogunyemi. It also includes an edited book, which is at an advanced planning stage, titled ‘Journalism and Diaspora in the Era of Media Convergence’. He noted that the call for chapters on ECREA mailing list elicited 24 abstracts and 17 had been selected for inclusion. The high volume is an indication of the growing number of research on the media of diaspora around the world. And a member of the MDRG is a recipient of British Academy award in 2011. 
The acting HoD of Lincoln School of Journalism, Prof. Richard Keeble, welcomed scholars and practitioners from the UK, Western and Eastern Europe to the symposium. He noted that the LSJ is a vibrant place to do research and it is supportive of emerging research areas such as the media of diaspora. 

The 3rd MDRG International Symposium at the Lincoln School of Journalism on 2 November, 2012 opened with a keynote address by Dr Ola Ogunyemi who focused on the challenges and prospects of delivering public service remits online with a case study of Channel 4 News Online. He concludes by noting that the primary focus of C4 newsroom is TV. Hence, public service content (PSC) online is similar to PSC on TV.

PSC online is time consuming. It is challenging to reinterpret PSC online because of the changing perception of Britishness. There is evidence of PSC online but innovativeness is hampered by limited resources. Journalists no longer feel like ‘gatekeepers’. And the constant monitoring of events on social media impinges on journalists’ private lives.

The roundtable session explored the perspectives of practitioners on the challenges and prospects of bridging the gap. Among the participants are Dr Alistair Soyode, CEO of Bright Entertainment Television on BSkyB channel 182, and Dr William Henry, author and former presenter at Galaxy Radio. The main concerns for practitioners were the skills shortage among the practitioners of media of diaspora and their inability to retain skilled and experienced staff who are offered better pay and conditions by the mainstream media. 

The Symposium concluded with the recommendation that journalism curriculum needs to reflect the needs of journalists working in the media of diaspora. And that MDRG members should constitute a committee to explore the process of submitting a proposal to ECREA to host 'Diasporic Media Studies (DMS)' as a Temporary Working Group (TWG). This is because it is an emerging research field with a critical mass of scholars, judging by the activity of the MDRG so far. 
Finally, MDRG members in Georgia and Spain have shown an interest in
hosting the 4th annual conference in 2013. 
